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FRONT COVER: V/Line Passenger launched the new red, white and blue N class 

locomotive livery during November. At this stage, it is envisaged that N class 

units only will receive this livery which will be applied progressively as the 

locomotives are overhauled. N452 has just arrived at Stony Point with 8501 pass. 
on Sun.12.11.95 Stuart Turnbull 


OPPOSITE: West Coast Railway locomotive S300 Matthew Flinders eases 8236 up 

Warrnambool pass. into the Geelong tunnel. This tunnel is currently undergoing 

repairs to increase clearances for freight traffic and is currently closed to traffic 

at weekends. The work is expected to continue until the end of the year. 
Tues.24.10.95 Steve Munro 


BACK COVER: 


ABOVE: V/Line Passenger celebrated the release of the new N class livery with 
an open day on the Stony Point line on Sun.12.11.95. N452 arrives at Stony Point 
with 8501 down pass. Stwart Turnbull 


BELOW: The open day saw the use of both the N class hauling a three car 

set and a P class-hauled push-pull set. The augmented timetable saw both 

Somerville and Hastings used to cross trains. N452 waits in No.2 road at 

Somerville whilst a down train hauled by P19-P16 has just arrived from 
Frankston. Sun.12.11.95 lan Green 
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GENERAL NEWS 


A monthly round-up of Victorian railway news and events 


CALENDAR 


DECEMBER 1995 
[eras b2) 
ANNIVERSARIES 

Ist, 1910: Opening of Beeac to Cressy line (85) 

2nd, 1920: Electrification of North Melbourne to 
Fawkner line (75) 

4th, 1980: First City Loop trial run (15) 

5th, 1975: DRC43 in service (20) 

9th, 1950: First twinette sleeping carriage on the 
Overland (45) 

18th, 1900: Opening of Upper Ferntree Gully to 
Gembrook line (95) 

18th, 1975: Last Rail Car service between Echuca 
and Kyabram, operated by 26RM (20) 

22nd, 1860: Opening of Cremorne to South 
Yarra line (135) 

22nd, 1990: K160 into service with Castlemaine 
and Maldon Railway (5) 

23rd, 1935: First Victorian air-conditioned 
carriage began running between Melbourne 
and Adelaide (60) 

26th, 1900: Opening of Bungaree to Racecourse 
line (95) 

1910: Construction of Flinders Street station 
completed (85) 

1975: X and S class locos commenced regular 
running on Bendigo and Swan Hill lines (20) 


JANUARY 1996 
a) 


ANNIVERSARIES 


Ist, 1886: Opening of Lal Lal to Lal Lal 
Racecourse line (110) 

Ist, 1916: Opening of Linton to Skipton line (80) 

Ist, 1941: Closure of Welshpool to Port 
Welshpool line (55) 

7th, 1886: Opening of Darlimurla to Mirboo 
North line (110) 

7th, 1986: Withdrawal from service of seven 
remaining suburban electric parcel vans (10) 

9th, 1871: Melbourne to Essendon line re- 
ae after purchase by Government in 1867 

125 

12th, 1986: Restored four-car Tait train set 
(381M-230D-208T-317M) returned to service 
with ElecRail (10) 

15th, 1891: Opening of Redesdale Junction to 
Redesdale line (105) 

24th, 1981: Opening of Museum station, the first 
of three underground stations on the City 
Loop (15) 

a voces Railways department established 

140 

1901: Flinders Street station re-building 
commenced, using the design of two 
railwaymen, H R C Ashworth and J Fawcett. 

1971: Ararat coal stage demolished (25) 

1986: New livery introduced progressively on 
V/Line passenger sets (tangerine sides, grey 
roof, green and white stripes) (10) 

1986: Introduction of ‘Daylight’ train/bus service 
to Adelaide via Dimboola (10) 


FEBRUARY 
Jai: 1285) 
ANNIVERSARIES 


Ist, 1951: Victorian Government centenary — 
Commonwealth Travelling Exhibition Train 
commenced touring Victoria until 30 June (45) 


ARHS MEMBERS’ LIBRARY 


Up platform, Windsor Station 
Open every Tuesday evening, 8-10 pm 
: February-December. 
Visitors welcome. (03) 9510 6146 


> 


ARHS ARCHIVES 


Down platform, Windsor Station 
Open every Tuesday evening, 8-10 pm, 


— February-December. Visitors welcome. 


BUSINESS GROWS 


The PTC Annual Report which was 
tabled in Parliament recently, showed 
it had carried more passengers and all 
financial targets were met. 

PTC Chief Executive, lan Dobbs 
said there was also a significant im- 
provement in service punctuality and 
reliability. 

Met Trains carried 105.4 million pas- 
sengers, a 4.4 per cent increase and 
V/Line Passenger boardings rose by 3.1 
per cent to 6.4 million travellers. 

Service delivery on all modes 
exceeded 99.5 per cent with Met Tram 
and Met Bus approaching world best 
practise. 

V/Line Passenger exceeded its ser- 
vice targets and Met Trains improved 
its on-time performance. 

With the increased patronage, rev- 
enue grew and combined with lower 
unit costs, allowed a $38.3 million 
reduction in government funding (10 
per cent) during the year. 

Mr Dobbs said a change in corporate 
culture had emerged with an increasing 
focus on service quality and customer 
service. 


BUYING UP BIG 


During the 1994/95 financial year, the 
PTC recorded the following ticket 
sales: 


Two hour concession .. 23,217,666 
Two hour adult ....... 19,280,272 
Monthly adult ........... 150,240 
Monthly concession ...... 105,240 


V/LINE FREIGHT 1994/95 
PERFORMANCE 


Intrastate Freight: V/Line Freight’s 
task this year was severely affected by 
drought conditions. Its main traffic, 
export grain, was down by more than 
60% on the previous year. 

Despite this setback, the overall 
revenue result of $94 million had many 
positive features: 


= Domestic grain mills, maltsters, 
feedlots and stockfeed agents more 
than doubled to over 1 million 
tonnes. 

= Cement increased by 100,000 tonnes 
(22%). 

= Fast track small business was up by 
8%. 

= Shipping container volumes 
increased by 3% even though the 
drought hit many of the potential 
commodities for export. 


Other Sectors: The continued trans- 
fer of interstate freight functions to 
National Rail saw revenue from this 
source contract to $26 million. 

Income from providing  loco- 
motives, crews and fuel to V/Line 
Passenger was $31 million. 

Revenue from other sources totalled 
$11 million. 

Overall revenue for V/Line Freight 
for 1994/95 was $162 million. 


Resources: Staff in the V/Line Freight 
Business Unit reduced by 11% to 1221 
(numbers have halved in the last three 
years). 


After shunting, G537 is about to depart Rainbow with 9197 empty grain to 

Yaapeet on Mon.14.8.95. V/Line Freight completed standardisation of the 

Western grain lines during the last financial year and work is progressing 
with extension of the standard gauge network to Dunolly Darren Wood 
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GENERAL NEWS 


With the transfer of the South Dynon container facility to National Rail, V/Line Freight has concentrated container traffic 


at its Dynon container terminal where efficiency has increased significantly over the past financial year Stuart Turnbull 


Locomotive fleet reduced by 35 
units to 131 (cumulative reduction for 
the last three years is 37%). 


Freight wagon fleet reduced to 2110 
vehicles (cumulative reduction for the 
last three years is 47%). 


Innovations: 


= V/Line Freight contracted to buy 
Australia’s first road transferable 
loco: a power unit which combines 
the versatility of road with the line- 
haul advantages of rail. 


= Against recent conventional wis- 
dom, V/Line Freight re-opened a 
railway line. Traffic on the Tocumwal 
line has already exceeded expec- 
tations. 


= V/Line Freight successfully com- 
pleted the standardisation of the 
western grain lines and is now pro- 
gressing the extension of standard 
gauge to Dunolly. Dunolly’s transfer 
facilities will provide greater flexi- 
bility for moving grain around the 
network. 

= A new computerised locomotive 
rostering system allows up to the 
minute fleet deployment decisions. 

= A modern new safeworking system 
is being progressively implemented 
across Victoria. This system, devel- 
oped by VW/Line Freight, has already 
been purchased by National Rail 
and State Rail Authority of NSW. 
Overseas orders are also likely. 

=" Borders for grain and container 
catchment areas have been 
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expanded up to 200 kilometres into 
both South Australia and New 
South Wales, doubling V/Line 
Freight’s catchment area. 

=" A wider range of marketing 
packages has been developed to suit 
all segments of the grain market. 

= Mobile discharge facilities make it 
possible to service more customers 
who don’t have their own sidings. 

= The regional superfreighter network 
has been expanded to include both 
Horsham and Tocumwal. 

= Development of the main Mel- 
bourne container terminal at Dynon 
has continued. 

= Bulk products such as stone, 
briquettes and fertilisers are now 
also carried in containers. 

= EDI facilities (paperless trading) 
have been introduced to streamline 
transactions. 

= The flexibility of V/Line Freight’s 
workforce has been enhanced 
through enterprise agreements at 
Melbourne Freight Terminal and the 
Dynon Container Terminal. An 
aggregate wage agreement is being 
developed with locomotive drivers. 


AUTOMATED TICKETING 
PROCEEDING 


Introduction of Melbourne’s auto- 
mated ticketing system will proceed 
following agreement between the PIC 
and OneLink. 

The revised timetable will see de- 
livery of the AT system throughout 


Melbourne over the next 24 months, 
with full introduction expected in late 
1997. 

AT machines will be installed at all 
railway stations and on all trams and 
buses, ensuring all customers have 
access to ticketing machines. 

Prototype equipment will be tested 
on the system later this year. 

The first equipment for use by 
the public will start by the middle of 
next year on the Glen Waverley and 
Alamein lines and on trams operating 
out of the Camberwell Depot. 

Melbourne’s AT system will be 
based on successful overseas models 
that have been adapted to suit Mel- 
bourne’s multi-model and zonal public 
transport network. 

The system will use magnetic ticket 
technology which is in operation in 
many parts of the world on trains, 
trams and buses including London, 
Hong Kong, Brussels and Sydney. 


V/LINE PASSENGER 


PUNCTUALITY 

. Intercity Interurban 
WIE 2.9 95.7% 95.4% 
WIE 9.9 97.5% 87.7% 

am pm 
Met trains peak peak all day 
W/E 2.9 87.6% 92.2% 93.4% 
WI/E9.9 83.4% 86.7% 90.8% 
Service delivery: W/E 2.9 99.7% 
WIE 9.9 99.3% 
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TOCUMWAL LINE: 


Rebuilding and 
Reopening 


uring the 1994-95 financial year, V/Line Freight 
completed works which allowed the Strathmerton - 
Tocumwal line to be officially reopened for traffic on 
5 May, 1995, although freight services actually recom- 
menced on 6 February, 1995. The line to Tocumwal 
was opened on 9.7.1908 and services were suspended 
from 3.1.1990 because of extensive fire damage to six 
bridges south of Tocumwal. As part of the works, 
a container terminal with a run-around loop has 
been provided along with a connection to the Grain 
Corporation (NSW) silos. V/Line Freight is now 
operating two trains daily to Tocumwal on a Monday 
to Friday basis. 


Right: A view showing the 14 span bridge at 250.027 
km prior to rebuilding. The extent of the work 
required to restore the line to traffic can be 
appreciated from this photograph 


Below: Another view of the line between 
Strathmerton and Tocumwal prior to rebuilding. 
The rail in the middle of the right of way had been 
removed from a bridge behind the photographer 
which was damaged by bushfires in 1990 

Both photos courtesy of The Dynamic Duo 
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Above: P14 is about to burst through a banner at the official reopening of the Tocumwal line on Fri.5.5.95. 
The Terminus Hotel in the background is once again truly located at a railway terminus 


Below: A view of the container terminal at Tocumwal which is located opposite the station building. The 
rail-served grain silos are located behind the articulated tip truck at left Both photos courtesy of The Dynamic Duo 


I. was in just this sort of situation 
that the not-so-modern forms of safe- 
working and signalling, which still 
interest me so much, were likely to 
be found. 

Country race meetings seemed to 
survive only if they didn’t compete 
with those in the metropolitan area 
and so were mainly held mid-week. 
Even in the sixties, the chance of wage 
slaves getting away from the city on 
a week day were rare and it was 
only when the easing of attendance 
restraints, through arrangements like 
‘Flexitime’ commenced around 1970 
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Although trains to and from 
racing events should be 
handled without delay and 
with little effect on other 
trains, the facilities at 
racecourse stations, 
particularly those in the 
country were likely to be 
limited because of their 
infrequent use 


Jack McLean 


FLEXIDAY 1971 


ee ee ee 


place made ready for the special train 
which the Bendigo Jockey Club 
arranged to run from Melbourne and 
so, for perhaps the third time, I rode 
the special in 1971 to take another 
look at the activities. 

My friends had often asked and 
unsuccessfully been told why I found 
it all so fascinating and for that matter 
how I knew that it would be. I wanted 
to explain all this, not only to Aus- 
tralians but also to similarly minded 
Brits, who would possibly have to ask 
where Bendigo was and so I wrote a 
description in 1974, which for various 


and enabled the enthusiast of country trains to study some ! reasons, was never published in Australia. | now re-write it 
of the safeworking niceties. : in the past tense (or past perfect) to explain the attractions 
Bendigo Racecourse piatform was one of the first places : as well as the sort of information I looked for and where 
I headed for on one flexiday. On most days it was ignored ; it could be found. 
by passing trains, the signals were crossed and the railsinthe : Bendigo was then a provincial city of 53 000 people 
siding gathered rust, but on about ten days a year it came : 161 kilometres north west of Melbourne which then had a 
to life, the boards over the windows were removed and the : population of 2.5 million and the two cities were, and 
; $.1578/71.(Crr 
Office of Chic . = son a 
Room 72, 'Thene s a a 2s 
21st June, 7 ‘% ID N.2 
d wale ° Paes 
Korong Vale - i 
Castlemaine - ‘ ¢ 5 
Voodend - Dayle 3 6 
H.122 ‘ Ge 5 
. Be 
er ‘ Clarkefiela " 
MELBOURNE : Gharkcr : ae 
e 5. Di R 7. 
FIRST RACE 12.20PM = 5.1 7. 
To cater for the above meeting, the following special trains . a ae 
will run and ordinary trains altered ag undcer:- ° cae 1.3 
DOWN - 8.45am (No.63) 'Great Northern Linited!' Melbourne-Bendigo, ° 5.41% lt TT, 
altered to depart Spencer Street at 9.05am and operate to id Sut B% Spencer Street arr Tad 
schedule herein. bf 5.56* 
8.45am (N.1) Specinl Pass, Spenecr Strect-Bendigo Racecourse . 6.01% *-Nst reavired to stop for 
Platform, opernte to schedule herein. . 6.08* 
10.50am (No.9) Diesel 1 {Cary Castle anine - Maryborough, . 6.188 rtmental purposes. 
altered to depart Cast + and run co rrespondingly . 6.26* Pick up. 
later en route arr . 
11.50an (No. 65) Be 2 1lranald, Diesel 4 
Electric R i depart B o at 12.10pm and ‘ NOTE B The 5 1 (N.2) Special Fass. train is not to depart the 
en route to Deniliquin arrive é rse Platform until +% irty minutes after 
huca dep 2.00pn Baleanold arrive 6. 20pm. ‘ he last rncc. C-1.C. Bendico Racecourse 
(No. 73 2 Lake-Ultima Rail . z Tatform to arrange. 
to depart Bend and “run correspondi . 
enroute Sea L 4620 305 Korong Vale dep 2.00 Seo A.1103/71 reordinz fareg and booking arrangemonts 
© for travel from Melbourne, Footscray, Woodend and Kyneton. 
Daylesford, Yiescl Rail Car, altered : 
Roodona at 10. Eee run correspondingly later en s G0 AD: 
arrive Deylesford 11. 30am. . 
2 SN Sands ago be . ‘CE! ,brakévan, '4S', Murray, '3S' Carriazes and 'B' class 
° loco. 
5.0032 (1.2) Specs : SRE HOVEMEND 
Street, * Cor 21 Bendirco will arrange for specinl train to proceed 
‘ from Sendi neecourse Slatform to dendi r servicing and return 
- to the Racccourse flatforn not later than + OMe 
7 : RACECCURSE PLATFCRM - will be opened as a Staff 
7 station i ccordance with instructions on pnges 540 - 543 of the 
7 General 4 mdix. 
° SPECIAL D : THE DRIVER CF THE ) RACE SPECIAL IS To 
: ENSURE THAT THE Tit 3 STRICTLY Tc THE SCHEDULE. 
. 411 concerned to note, give wide publicity and arrange. 
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(surprisingly) still are, connected by 162.1 km of double track 
railway built in 1862. The line climbs from near sea level at 
Melbourne to 579.7 m at 74.8 km near Woodend and then 
descends through two of Victoria’s (then) nine tunnels to 
231 m at Bendigo. 

In Melbourne were the administrative buildings from 
which the activities of the Victorian Railways were directed 
by three commissioners. Although most of the lines were 
1600 mm gauge, there were about 320 km of 1435 mm gauge 
and a vestige of 762 mm. 

Any railway produces a large number of publications, some 
marked ‘Not to be issued to the public’, which enhances their 
attraction and even if I had not been to the Bendigo Race- 
course before, I think I could have gained a good idea of what 
I was likely to see there just from referring to them. What 
might be called a bibliography of stations includes: 


= A railway map of Victoria, sometimes included in the 
Public Time Table, 

The Book of Signals and some signal diagrams, 

The Northern and Midland Working Time Table, 

The Directory of Stations, 

The Book of Rules and Regulations, 

The General Appendix, and 

The Special Train Notice (S Circular) for the race special. 


The railway map showed that Bendigo was the hub of six 
lines radiating north to Sea Lake, Robinvale, Swan Hill, 
Cohuna, Balranald and Deniliquin as well as a number of 
prolongations and branches. Beyond Echuca, the trains of 
the Victorian Railways ran into New South Wales. 

A District Superintendent, whose office was in the Ben- 
digo station building, supervised the above area as well as the 
main line south as far as Sydenham. Through the Bendigo 
train control office he directed the detailed train working in 
his district, except for Sydenham - Bendigo, which was con- 
trolled from Melbourne. Swan Hill had a through passenger 
service from/to Melbourne whilst the other five, as well as 
Piangil and Koondrook, had railmotor services connecting 
at Bendigo, Korong Vale, Kerang, Swan Hill and Echuca. 
Bendigo Racecourse was just south of Epsom and 7.2 km 
north of Bendigo, at 167.75 km. 


The 1927 Victorian Railways’ Grades Book 


This book was not an official issue and at that time was highly 
prized, and highly priced, by railway enthusiasts. Each page 
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showed 64.3 km of line at a horizontal scale of 5.3 km : 254 
mm (3¥; miles per inch) against a vertical scale of 182.88 m : 
254 mm (600 feet per inch). Curves were shown as brackets 
below the gradient profile and the curve radius was shown 
in chains (20.11 m). 

The section of the grades book that covers the area from 
Bendigo to the racecourse shows that there was a level cross- 
ing with interlocked gates, worked from Bendigo C Box, at 
Williamson Street. The next level crossing was Mundy Street, 
which too was shown as once having gates; there being boom 
barriers there in 1974. 

The curve of 905.2 m (45 chains) to the left crosses Back 
Creek and on the next curve, of 1609 m (80 chains) radius 
to the right, the junction of the line to Eaglehawk is shown. 
The interlocked gates are those at Nolan Street and they were 
controlled by North Bendigo Junction, which was also 
referred to as D Box. 

The second junction was that of the already closed Heath- 
cote - Wallan line. The line from Bendigo is shown as falling 
at various rates to the racecourse platform, beyond which 
it flattens out and curves left to Epsom station. 


The Book of Signals and signal diagram 


More information about the section of line between Bendigo 
C and D Boxes could have been obtained from the signal 
diagram issued to drivers, guards and others and on which 
signal boxes, running lines, sidings, points, lock bars, signals, 
gates and other items were shown. 

Some of these items could be related to similar infor- 
mation on a military map of the area and on the relevant 
page of the grades book. From this diagram, it was seen that 
the line between the two signal boxes was double. All inter- 
locked stations in Victoria were shown on similar diagrams, 
which were listed and the signals described in the Book of 
Signals. Old issues of this book are of great value to me 
in deducing the tracks at stations when no diagrams have 
survived. 

Similar diagrams have not always been prepared for non- 
interlocked stations; the signals for them were listed in 
another section of the Book of Signals. 

Bendigo Racecourse was shown to have two home signals, 
but like almost all non-interlocked stations, had no distant 
signals. The siding also had staff locks on the points instead 
of the expected plunger locks. 
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* Above: A view of Bendigo ‘D’ Box, also known as North Bendigo Junction 

: Below: The 29 lever frame at Bendigo ‘D’ Box. The wheel at the far end of the 

- frame was used to swing the interlocked gates across Nolan Street located at the 
Box ‘up end of the s 

- the shelf next to the handlamps Borh 


BENDIGO 
‘1’ 
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Almost all two-position semaphore signals in Victoria 
were then McKenzie & Holland (Great Northern type) 
somersaults and it is ironic that Mr French’s design to over- 
come problems with snow was (and still is) the standard ona 
railway where snow is rare, it seldom delays trains and has 
apparently never caused a railway accident. 


Working Time Table 


The red-covered, 150 page, Northern and Midland Working 
Time Table was one of five volumes which covered the Vic- 
torian Railways. It showed, among other items, the timings of 
the up and down trains between Bendigo and Deniliquin 
and alongside the list of stations the initials ES followed 
the names North Bendigo, Goornong, Elmore, Rochester, 
Echuca, Moama and Barnes, indicating that electric staff was 
worked on those sections. Obelisks, or daggers, alongside 
Barnes, Mathoura and Deniliquin indicated that they were 
staff and ticket stations. 

The list of double line block telegraph sections included 
Williamson Street C Box and North Bendigo Junction D 
Box. All block sections had Winter’s two-position block 
instruments which were (and still are) standard on Victorian 
railways. They were illustrated in the General Appendix. 

The line between North Bendigo Junction and Echuca was 
laid with 37 kg/m (75 lbs to the yard) flat-bottom rail on 
timber sleepers and the Working Time Table showed that it 
was available to S class diesel-electrics (which had an axle 
load of 19.3 tonnes) at 80 km/h. The B class locomotive on 
the special had an axle load of 18.89 tonnes. 


The book of Rules and Regulations 


The rules for the various systems of safeworking were 
appended to the Rules and Regulations and the bell code then 
had been copied from the British many years before. 


Double Line Block Telegraph 


Double line block sections had (and still have) an instrument 
for each pair of tracks at both ends of each section, e.g., one at 
Williamson Street and one at North Bendigo. Each instru- 
ment had a tapper and bell by which signals were exchanged 
and the mutually changed needles indicated on the appropri- 
ate dial the state of each section of track. For a down train, the 
despatching signalman at Williamson Street called attention 
and asked ‘Is line clear?’ for the class of train and if the train 
was accepted, the signal was repeated by the receiving signal- 
man at North Bendigo. The needle on the dial was altered 
from ‘On Line’ to ‘Cleared’ and Williamson Street could then 
lower his outdoor signals and allow the train to leave. He then 
gave the “Train Departure’ signal at the same time. When the 
train ‘Arrived Complete’ at North Bendigo the signalman 
there gave the “Train Arrival’ signal which was acknowledged 
by Williamson Street and the needle would be returned to 
‘Cleared’. 


Electric Staff 


On electric staff sections, there was an electric staff instru- 
ment at each end of the section, e.g., at North Bendigo and at 
Goornong, and distributed between them were perhaps 30 
electric staffs, on each of which was engraved the names of 
two stations. This particular section had large staffs and 
instruments, but many single line sections had miniature 
instruments and some of the staffs were exchanged mech- 
anically at high speed. 

The pairs of instruments were connected electrically and 
the circuits arranged in such a way that only one of the staff 
for a particular section could be free at one time, the 
remainder being locked in either of the pair of instruments. 
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As the driver had to take with him the one free staff as his 
normal authority to enter the section at say North Bendigo, a 
second train could not be given another staff as an authority 
to enter the section at either end, i.e., at North Bendigo or at 
Goornong, until the first train had arrived complete at Goor- 
nong, or returned to North Bendigo and the staff returned to 
one of the instruments by the signalman. 

Complete, on both double and single line was taken to 
mean with white tail disc or red lighted lamp attached to the 
last vehicle. 


Timings of regular and special trains 


The Working Time Table showed that on Thursdays, the 

following passenger services were scheduled: 

# The 8.30 am up Cohuna railmotor (No.42) due at Bendigo 
at 11 05 am. 

= The 8.35 am up Deniliquin railmotor (No.46) due at 
Bendigo at 11.30 am. 

= The 1150 am down Deniliquin railmotor (No. 65). 

= The 5.10 pm down Cohuna railmotor (No.107). 


The down train times were taken from the Working Time 
Table and for comparison, the up trains have been taken from 
Train Times, the name of the Public Time Table at that time. 

The Special Train Notice (S1578/71) showed that, as a result 
of the 8.45 am Great Northern Limited being held until 9.05 
am, branch connections would be held and among these the 
11.50 am Deniliquin railmotor would wait until 12.10 pm. 

The Special Train Notice also showed that the 8.45 am 
special was to leave Bendigo at 11.20 am, was to meet No.46 
Deniliquin at North Bendigo and then arrive at the race- 
course at 11.35 am. The cars of the race special had to run 
empty to Bendigo for servicing and then return to the race- 
course before 4 pm so that the special to Melbourne could 
leave at 5 pm (or halfan hour after the last race). The arrival of 
the down empty train was rarely as late as 4 pm; the train crew 
always had free tickets to the meeting. 

Goods trains on this line were shown on other pages of the 
Working Time Table and they generally ran outside the times 
of the passenger trains. The following trains should have 
run on a Thursday: 

The 3.00 am down Deniliquin goods (No.43). 
" The 5.45 am down Cohuna goods (No.57). 
= The 4.35 pm up fast goods ex-Echuca (No.114) due at 

Bendigo at 8.40 pm. 
= The 3.20 pm up goods ex-Cohuna (No.88) due at Bendigo 

at 10.00 pm. 


None of these trains was due through the racecourse plat- 
form while it was open; however the running of a special 
goods train was announced on the day before the races by 
telegram, ‘All concerned, SM’s Bendigo - Echuca. Thursday 
ABUZ 12.35 Bendigo to Echuca ZEBU’. The telegram was 
signed ‘Control’. ABUZ and ZEBU were code words for 
‘Special goods train will leave here at’ and ‘Arrange and advise 
all concerned’. 


Graph 

When I plotted all this information on a graph I could see 
that it would have been possible to have run these trains on a 
double line and under the electric staff conditions, but there 
would have been very little flexibility. 

For instance, the slightest delay in the running of the up 
Deniliquin railmotor, due onto the double line at North 
Bendigo Junction at 11.26 am, would have delayed the down 
race special, due through there at the same time. 

As well as this, the down Echuca extra goods could easily 
have been delayed until the empty car train had returned and 
then it would have to wait until the up race train had cleared 
North Bendigo Junction at, say, 5.10 pm. 


The two electric staff instruments located in 
Bendigo ‘D’ Box. The miniature electric staff 
instrument at right is for the North Bendigo 
Junction - Eaglehawk section and is not the topic of 
discussion in this article. The instrument at left is 
for the section to Goornong and the divided staff is 
located in the throat of the instrument and is 
about to be withdrawn. March 1975 
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The up race train had been known to have left the race- 
course late following a protest after the last race and this too 
would have delayed the down Cohuna railmotor at North 
Bendigo Junction. 

When I was considering all this some days before my days 
off, I gave no thought to the race train running early! 


Additional arrangements 


Clearly some additional safeworking arrangements needed to 
be made to enable trains to meet and pass at the racecourse. 
There was a 850 feet loop siding between facing points, with a 
platform which the Directory of Stations (amended by a 
Weekly Notice in 1969) showed as 450 feet. These facilities, 
together with the dead end siding of 1100 feet were con- 
structed in 1914, although some sort of station had existed 
there since at least 1878. 

The Working Time Table showed that the racecourse plat- 
form was permitted to be opened at a staff station as required 
and after notification, this was included in the Special Train 
Notice and referred to the General Appendix for instructions. 


The Divided Staff 


The General Appendix outlined the method of opening the 
staff station by means of a Divided Staff, a very interesting 
item of safeworking, first used in Victoria in 1903 and, as far as 
I know, used nowhere else in the world. One of the staffs was 
located in the Goornong instrument at North Bendigo and 
when it was removed from the instrument: 
= Electric staff working between those two places could no 
longer continue, and 
= the separation of the staff into its two pieces provided the 
two single staffs for the temporary short sections, North 
Bendigo - Racecourse and Racecourse - Goornong. 
These two short sections were then worked by staff and 
ticket, the rules for which formed another appendix to the 
Regulations. 


The divided staff has been removed from the instrument at North Bendigo Junction and is now separated into 
two pieces which are used as staffs for the sections North Bendigo Junction - Racecourse and Racecourse - 
Goornong. These sections are operated under staff and ticket conditions. The two staffs are resting on the 

staff ticket boxes for their respective sections Both photos R T Taaffe 
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The four staff ticket boxes at North Bendigo Junction, prior to placement. Two boxes will be placed at Bendigo 


Racecourse whilst Goornong and North Bendigo Junction will each have one ticket box. March 1975 R T Taaffe 


The staff and ticket system relied on the fact that there was 
only one staff for each section (e.g., North Bendigo - Race- 
course) and the rule was that this staff had to be seen or 
carried by the driver of any train entering the section. If the 
staff was at North Bendigo, authorising a train to enter the 
section there, no train from the racecourse direction could 
have been in the section, or later allowed to enter it, because 
the staff could not have been at the racecourse to authorise it. 


When a series of down trains had to move in one direction 
L.e., from North Bendigo - Racecourse, with no intervening 
up train, each driver except the last, when being shown the 
staff, would have been given a staff ticket, taken from a box 
for which the staff was the only key. 

On regular staff and ticket sections the method of working 
was the same, the driver of the last train of the series was given 
the staff which had to be taken to the other staff section (i.e., 
to the racecourse) where it would have been needed to 
despatch the next up train. 

Double line block telegraph, electric staff and staff and 
ticket were all inherited from railways in Britain, but differed 
in two important respects from those in Britain; 


= In the means of block working between following trains, 
and 

= in the use of line clear reports to despatch trains in the 
absence of the staff. 


Telephone Block 


Since 1953, the Victorian Railways have had no sections on 
which block instruments were used with staff and ticket. 
Instead, telephone block was maintained on most sections, 
including the temporary sections North Bendigo - Bendigo 
Racecourse - Goornong. 

Telephone block required that, on the departure of a train 
carrying a staff ticket, the sending signalman had to telephone 
a message to the receiving signalman using the code word 
APIX (‘... train left here at. . .’) and the sending signalman 
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then had to lock the staff away. On arrival of the train with the 
staff ticket complete at the signalbox in advance, the receiving 
signalman had to clear the section by a telephone message to 
the sending signalman, using the code word ACRE (‘... train 
arrived complete’.) and the staff could then be released 
by the latter. 

The staff, or a ticket could not have been given to a driver, 
nor would a second train have been allowed to leave until the 
ACRE message for the preceding train had been received. 


Line Clear Reports 


Some of the staff and ticket sections in 1974 were quite long, 
e.g., Barnes - Mathoura, which had in that year a railmotor 
each way and sometimes two goods trains each way in a day. 
The distance from Barnes - Mathoura was 26.5 km and it is 
easy to imagine the up railmotor approaching Mathoura 
where it was supposed to meet a down goods for which the 
Barnes - Mathoura staff had been held overnight at Barnes. 

Had the engine of the goods failed or the train run late or 
have been cancelled at short notice, there might have been no 
one at Barnes (population nil) with a road motor or rail 
trolley to transfer the staff to Mathoura, not an uncommon 
situation. 

So, ‘When the staff for a section is at the opposite end to 
that from which a train requires to be despatched, and there 
are no means of transferring the staffin time to avoid a serious 
detention to such a train, the staff and ticket system may be 
suspended and the train worked forward by line clear report’. 
(Staff and Ticket Rule 24) 

After consultation between the two signalmen and the 
controller (at Bendigo) representing the District Superin- 
tendent, the staff would be locked away and several messages 
exchanged, the last of these, the text of which was at the time 


hand-written, was the driver’s authority to proceed without 
the staff. 


= This article will be concluded next month when Jack McLean 
will describe his journey to the Bendigo Races by train. 


GM36 
AT SEYMOUR 


 D 
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Above: GM36 has been purchased from Australian National by Seymour 
Loco Steam Preservation Group. The unit has recently been placed on broad 
gauge bogies following the transfer of B74 to standard gauge and is the 
group’s next restoration project. Still on standard gauge, GM36 stands with 
A66 and A73 around the Seymour turntable on Sun.10.9.95 Bil/ Ludlow 


Below: In a time exposure, GM36 is lit by multiple bursts of flashlight at 
Seymour depot on a cool night. Ten minute exposure at f8. Sat.7.10.95 
Stuart Turnbull 
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JOLIMONT RAILWAY WORKSHOPS — ParRT 2 


: was rather fortunate to start at Jolimont when I did, on 
3 July 1950, because the last Newport-built Tait construction 
motor cars were not yet to be finished. Two empty shells sat 
in the east end of the Jolimont Yards as only one at a time 
was completed. 


The highest number of these cars was 461M, although they 
never entered traffic in strict numerical order. 


All the electrical installation was completed in the lifting 
shop on No.17 road, the other half of which belonged to the 
railmotors. The pipe work in the cabin, air and electrical, was 
done by fitters Harry Whittle, Alec Lang and electrical fitter 
Charlie Young. 


The only equipment on these cars when they arrived 
from Newport were the air reservoir, brake cylinder and 


handbrake. 


So it was when one looks back, that during my career I saw 
the last of the Tait trains completed and then witnessed their 
gradual withdrawal from service when the Harris, Hitachi and 
Comeng trains forced them off the rails during the 1980s. 


One interesting experiment, was that a valve was fitted on 
the front of the cab, under the driver’s window on three of the 
last Tait motor cars. I am not certain of the exact function of 
this valve but seem to remember it had something to do with 
brake application as there were two pipes that went from the 
valve, one an exhaust and the other went under the cab. 


Swing door motor, 156M, shunts rollingstock at Jolimont Workshops on Wed.9.2.77 John Dare 


Apparently, whatever it was, it was unsuccessful as they were 
later discarded. 

I also saw the arrival of the prototype for the Harris cars, 
210BT, in 1950. It was kept on No.15 road for a few days before 
being placed into traffic. It was off-limits to everyone except 
management. 

My work involved various inspection and repair jobs, one 
being pantographs. Each pantograph was weighed and 
inspected for defects and excessive flashing on the copper 
strips. The pantograph had to be changed when required and 
insulators, hinged joints, pigtails, etc. all had to be thoroughly 
examined. 

The easiest passage was on the swing-door trains, that 
meant walking along the roof from one end to the other 
whilst the trains were in the inspection shop. You were pretty 
high above the floor as the rails were raised on concrete walls 
which gave easy access for working on the sides or 
underneath. 

When the raised platforms were installed between the 
roads during the 1970s, it made one feel more safe. 

The Tait trains found one walking along between the 
clerestory and the guttering, except when the train consisted 
of some elliptical roof cars. The Harris trains were easy, as 
were the Hitachi and Comeng, although on the latter two you 
had to climb up twice on the roof as the distance between 
the centre motors was too wide. 
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Although the Harris, Hitachi and Comeng had roller 
bearings, one had to be cautious when up upon the Hitachis 
as they had a habit of creeping whenever the fitters released 
the brakes during the course of their work. 

One could always tell when a swing-door train ran on the 
Hurstbridge line, for between Eltham and Hurstbridge there 
were numerous curves and quite often the contact wire would 
slide down the horn and back again as the train rocked around 
the curve. Winter time was always dangerous as one had to be 
aware of black ice. During one very cold snap, a train arrived 
from Upper Ferntree Gully with snow right along the roof. 
It was left to be looked at until the next day. 

Summer presented problems too, because on very hot days 
cars with recently painted roofs, having thicker paint, took 
longer to dry and the roof could be felt moving under your 
feet. All sorts of objects could be found on top — birds, coins, 


car. These were referred to as ‘dead motors’ as they ran with 
the main switch cut out, the emergency jumper removed and 
the isolating cock closed. 

Parcels coaches 1 to SCM were called upon to do periods of 
small shunting movements at outstations. This activity 
brought about headstock damage which was repaired by the 
boilermakers in the lifting shop. This practice eventually 
ceased in the 1950s. 

During the 1950s some swing-door cars still had wooden 
headstocks and these were the first to be scrapped when the 
Harris trains arrived. Most swing-door trailer cars were 
carried on diamond frame bogies, the odd bogie stamped 
V&SA, thus being joint stock. Swing-door motor cars were 
carried on pressed frame and cast steel bogies only. 

Tait motor cars were carried on pressed frame, cast steel 
and channel side bogies. Tait trailers were carried on channel 


pens, etc. even a ladies’ bra. 
During Christmas and Easter, G cars were required to be 
used on country services and their place was taken by an M 


side bogies, with the D car having a trip box. Some swing- 
door trailers had channel side bogies and their D car was 
always channel side with a trip box. 
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A diagram showing the track layout within the Jolimont Workshops’ area 
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Two Tait motor cars were carried on experimental ‘Yankee’ 
cast steel bogies which had no take-up rods and travel was by 
means of screw adjustments. They were very unpopular with 
the fitters and they were scrapped in the early 1960s. The 
other problem with them was that the bottom traction motor 
inspection plates could not be removed because two straps 
crossed over them. 

The swing-door and Tait trains were inspected about every 
28 000 km, or every three weeks in the inspection shop. Re- 
wheels were carried out in the lifting shops every 18 months 
and minor overhauls every two years when the air 
compressor, dynamotor, compressor governor, control 
governor, controller drum, pantograph, driver’s brake valve 
and accelerating relay were changed. 

Other electrical components were stripped and cleaned or 
replaced where necessary. When both the swing-door and 
Tait trains were scrapped a few cars had original wiring in 
them and to do work on the contactor interlocks was a very 
delicate procedure. 
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> swing-door or Tait was involved in a rear-end collision, the 
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A photograph of a young Ray Ryan in front of 
‘Yankee’ Railmotor No.55 which was stabled on No.8 
road at the rear of the inspection shop. At this 
stage, No.55 was yet to receive its diesel engine and 
was still powered by the original Winton petrol 

engine. February 1951 Axthor’s collection 


Working underneath the swing-door motor cars was rather 
cramped as their underframes were narrower than the Taits. 
I remember two Tait cars, 442M and 443M, had been rebuilt 
on swing-door underframes as the original cars were 
damaged in a collision at Croydon in 1935. 

After the M cars left the lifting shop they were tried for 
direction at the east end yard, behind the workshops, before 
being taken on the test track for 50 minutes, the re-wheels for 
30 minutes and motor changes and hot boxes for 20 minutes. 
After brake tests the cars, if facing the east end, were put into 
full parallel on passing the sub-station until the twelfth step 
was reached, which was not attained until well past the iron 
footbridge. By then she was really moving and it was a great 
relief to feel the brakes being applied and having the car stop 
short of the buffer stops, which in those days hovered above 
the footpath in Punt Road. 

In later years the buffers were brought back about three car 
lengths. There were some near misses and, on one occasion, a 
petrol electric finished up like a praying mantis on the buffer 
stops. 

When the cabin faced the west end, the test was conducted 
from the buffers. 

The driver was allotted time on this job, signing on at 
13 00 until 15 00, then he walked across to the Princes Bridge 
yard to prepare the Mornington Motors to run the 17 00 
Warburton - Healesville from No.1 east platform. This was a 
plum job for the drivers and they referred to it as ‘The Big 
Wheel Job’. 

As a point of interest, the starting method of the 
Mornington motors was unusual. With a multiple unit, be it 
two, three or four motor cars, all the motor cars start together 
ensuring a smooth start for the train. In effect the last motor 
car on a train pushes the trailer car ahead of it. 

With the back-to-back AM and M cars being ahead of the 
country cars and to prevent drawbar damage as well as giving 
a smooth start, the compressor and protective relay switch 
was opened just prior to departure. 

This opened the protective relay interlock, which is in the 
traction motor circuit, thus enabling the two motor cars to 
start in series. The procedure kept the motors in series longer 
until the weight of the train was in tow for some distance. The 
driver would then close the switch and the two cars, on 
acceleration, would gradually move into parallel upon 
reaching the seventh step. 

Harry Bassett and Joe Quin were a couple who I remember 
from a small pool of drivers who worked the shift. Another of 
the drivers was a Fred or Bill Schneider, who told me he drove 
the construction train at one time to Stony Crossing. 

One thing that always amazed me was that whenever a 
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headlight glass was very rarely broken. I remember one such 
collision at East Malvern in the 1950s when both cabs were 
badly damaged and one of the headlights finished up under 
the guard’s long seat, still intact. 

Another was on the Hurstbridge line, when a swing-door 
left the rails and hit a wooden overhead pole, splitting the 
front of the cabin in two. The headlight galls remained 
unbroken. 

A spectacular derailment occurred on the Merri Creek 
bridge between Westgarth and Clifton Hill when the bottom 
half of a gear case fell on the track, derailing the leading car. 
I bet there were some short fingernails that day. 

One incident that caused a huge delay was when a Tait train 
travelling between Holmesglen and Jordanville became 
disabled whilst climbing the gradient. The following train, a 
Hitachi, attempted to push it but it also failed. The next train, 
a Harris, also attempted to push both trains but only 


succeeded in causing damage to the Hitachi. So there they 
were, three trains all together and going nowhere. 

Quite often train passengers finished up in the inspection 
shop, either because they had gone to sleep or were deeply 
engrossed in a book. The trains came straight out of running 
from Flinders Street and into the shops. A car builder’s ladder 
was used to retrieve them and they were then shown the way 
to Batman Avenue. 

One elderly lady asked what station she was at and when 
told it was Jolimont Workshops, insisted she had bought a 
ticket to Flinders Street. Another intruder came in the shape 
of a bullock, which escaped from a derail at Newmarket. The 
way it got to Jolimont was unbelievable, it came across the 
viaduct from Spencer Street, through Flinders Street and 


stormed into the inspection shop between Nos. 13 and 14 
roads and I have never seen men move so fast. Unfortunately 
it had to be shot by police near the back of the sub-station. 


Swing door motor, 113M, continued to be used as a workshop shunter at Jolimont Workshops into 
the 1980s. Sun.10.8.80 Both photos John Dare 
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Above: Freshly outshopped N471 departs Frankston with the 18 13 
down Crib Point pass. which has an all-red consist of three MTH cars. 
Wed.8.11.95 lan Green 


Below: Currently two N class locomotives wear the new V/Line Passenger 
livery. The two units were together at Hastings on Wed.8.11.95, when N471 
became defective and was crossed by N452 which was sent from South 
Dynon as a replacement Darren Wood 


I: privately-owned Red Hens, 


numbered 311, 366, 402 and 416 have 
now become part of Victorian and 
South Australian railway history, in 
that they were the last broad gauge 
train to leave Adelaide for Tailem Bend 
and then onto Pinnaro, their ultimate 


destination being the South Gippsland Tourist Railway 


(SGTR), Nyora. 


A historic cross took place at Pinnaroo around 14 10 as the 
last broad gauge goods train headed towards Adelaide. Once 
this train arrived in Adelaide the line to Tailem Bend was to 
be closed for conversion to standard gauge. 


The Red Hens were prepared and checked over by 
SGTR staff members at the Rail Car Maintenance Depot 
prior departure and a late change to the planned time table 
saw the train leave Adelaide twelve hours earlier than 


expected. 


The run from Pinnaroo, South Australia, to Korumburra, 
Victoria, remained scheduled as per S.95/6606 so this 
meant a twelve hour stop at Pinnaroo. During this break 
SGTR support staff took the opportunity to check the 
Red Hens but they had performed well on the trip from 
Adelaide and the examination at Pinnaroo didn’t reveal 


any problems. 
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Historic Run By RED HENS 


On 28 April 1995, four 
South Australian suburban 
railcars departed Adelaide 

station for the last time 


The vehicles left Pinnaroo without 


Peter Hinksman 
All photos by the Author 


from that 


fan fare to continue the journey to 
Korumburra and were refuelled at 
Speed from a road tanker. An oc- 
casional train buff with camera at 
the ready was seen along the route 
once the sun had risen but apart 
the journey to South Gippsland was completed 
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without incident and the train arrived on time at Nyora. 


Arrive: 


06 45 
07 20 
14 05 


TIMES: ADELAIDE - NYORA 
Depart: 
(28th) 05 01 


Adelaide 

Murray Bridge 
Tailem Bend 
Pinnaroo 

Ouyen 

Speed (cross 9141) 


(29th) 


Woomelang (cross 9151) 
Donald 

Dunolly 

Maryborough 

Ballarat 

Parwan Loop (cross 8111) 
Flinders Street (platform 12) 
Nyora station 
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The Red Hen set passes the historic station building at Tailem Bend en route to Nyora on Fri.28.4.95 
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The Red Hen set passes Gordon 
station on Sat.29.4.95. This historic 
station building is undergoing 
restoration by a group of volunteers 
from the ARHS 
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The Red Hen set is stabled in the 

loop at Pinnaroo whilst the last broad 
gauge freight train from Melbourne to 
Adelaide passes. The railcars stopped 


for twelve hours at Pinnaroo. 
Fri.28.4.95 
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Nearing its destination at Nyora, 
the Red Hen set departs Flinders 
Street station flanked by a 
Comeng set 
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Above: A view showing the 176 mile post and a concrete culvert near 
Koroit on the closed Dennington - Port Fairy line. Wed.5.7.95 


Below: A former departmental residence, overhead stanchion and rails 
are still present at the Bowen Crescent crossing on the Inner Circle line. 
Much of this railway reservation has been converted to a linear park in 
recent years. Thurs.24.11.94 Both photos Mark Cauchi 
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OPERATIONS 


An overview of recent sightings and observations 


NORTH WEST — Mildura 


NOTES FROM MILDURA: 


According to an article in the Weekly 
Times, Wed.18.10, a program of track 
conversion to standard gauge has 
been recommended by the Managing 
Director V/Line Freight Mr M Van 
Onselen. 

Track conversion on the Ararat 
to Dunolly line commenced on 
Tues.17.10 and it was proposed that 
the following lines be the 
continuation of the conversion 
program: 
1996/97: Kulwin and Robinvale 
1997/98: Swan Hill and Piangil 


1997/98 and 1998/99: Mildura and 
Pinnaroo 

1999/2000: Oaklands and Tocumwal 

2000/2001: Bendigo, Moulamein and 
Deniliquin. 

SIGHTING: 

T408/409 were noted at Mildura on 
Fri.29.9, Sat.7.10-Mon.9.10, 
Wed.11.10, Sat.14.10-Mon.16.10 and 
Fri.20.10. 

X47/49 were observed on Wed.18.10, 
the first sighting of an X class at 
Mildura since X33 on Fri.4.8. 

X37/54 were noted on Tues.24.10. 

Another unusual visitor was A81 on 
a Yelta wheat run on Tues.24.10. 

A77 was the last member of this 
class observed at Mildura on 
Sat.13.5. 

G528 in V/Line Freight livery was 
observed at Mildura on Tues.24.10. 


G516 arrives at Yelta at 08 47 on Mon.9.10.95 with 9199 empty grain 
from Maryborough 


NORTH EAST — Goulburn 
Valley - Strathmerton - Albury 


SIGHTINGS FROM 
MANGALORE: 


Standard gauge 


Wed.4.10: 13 35, H3, down ballast. 

Sat.7.10: 02 11, 8170-42219 up goods. 
02 27, 8176-8129-8107 down steel. 

Mon.9.10: 15 50, 8169-42208 down 
goods. 
18 46, 8177-8172-42205 down 
goods. 

Fri.13.10: 09 20, G518-G?-422? up 
goods. 

Sun.15.10: 00 35, G519-422? up 
goods. 

Wed.25.10: 18 44, 8168-42206-42215 
down goods. 


Thurs.26.10: 18 31, G?-G525-42202 
down goods. 

Sun.29.10: 07 44, G?-8169-42206 up 
goods. 

Tues.31.10: 06 11, 8166-422?-422? up 
goods. 


As can be seen, 422s are quite 
common as trailing units. 


Broad gauge 

Sat.7.10: 11 25, R761, down Tocumwal 
special (photostop). 

Sun.8.10: 07 10, J515, down 
Numurkah light engine. J515-R761 
push pull up special. 

Mon.9.10: 10 27, G537, down light 
engine. 

15 13, G537 up light engine. 

Sun.15.10: 07 52, T392, down sleeper 
(discharging sleepers). 


Discharging ballast between 
Nunga and Bronzewing, 
X33 hauls 9172 ballast 
train which originated 

at Ouyen. Wed.13.9.95 

Both photos Darren Wood 
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ROLLINGSTOCK 


A Monthly update of Locomotive and Rollingstock news 


CARRIAGES 


The ongoing conversion program of 
BZS type carriages into BZN cars has 
been reported in recent editions of 
NEWSRAIL. This report will give 
readers an insight into the history of 
these cars, from their construction to 
current status. 


BZN275: Built at Newport Work- 
shops 2.6.60, as BZ13. It was burnt out 
whilst at Newport, and rebuilt entering 
traffic 6.2.62 numbered VBK5 and (we 
think) placed immediately onto stand- 
ard gauge. Remained on standard 
gauge until 1991, then returned to 
broad gauge and re-classified BZS275. 
Overhauled and repainted tangerine in 
late 1980s, including replacement of 
vinyl seats with fabric covering and 
new carpet. No new laminex wall 
coverings were fitted to this car, and it 
was shopped at Newport for BZN con- 
versions in February 1994, being out- 
shopped in its new guise in March 
1995. During the period 1991-93, 
BZS275 was used regularly at holiday 
times on the Overland. It was the last 
carriage of this type to remain in an 
un-altered internal state, retaining 
1960s wall panels and canvas blinds and 
internal partition, which originally 
divided smoking and non-smoking. 


BZN276: Built at Newport Work- 
shops, 15.3.59 as BZ8, reclassified as 
VFK6 in 1962 and placed onto stan- 
dard gauge where it remained until 
1991. Rebuilt internally at Newport 
which included removal of internal 
partitions and replacement of wall 
panelling, and returned to service on 
standard gauge in this format. It was 
also painted tangerine at this time. 
Returned to broad gauge after cess- 
ation of the Intercapital Daylight in 
1991 and reclassified as BZS276. 
Remained in this condition until 
shopped at Newport in January 1995 
for BZN conversion and returned to 
service in June 1995 as BZN276, 
repainted in the new crimson livery. 


BZN272: Built at Newport Work- 
shops 10.12.59, as BZ9, reclassified as 
VFK2 late in 1961. Placed onto stand- 
ard gauge where it remained until 1991, 
in its original state. Sent to Newport 
for rebuilding and internal refurbish- 
ment, which included the installation 
of new electrical panels, wiring and 
replacement of the flooring, as it was 


Carriage BZS275 at Sale on Sat.22.1.94 prior to its conversion 
to a BZN Both photos John Green 


badly corroded. This car was rebuilt in 
a similar fashion to the earlier rebuilds 
of BZ cars, in that the gent’s washroom 
and toilet were combined and a lug- 
gage area built in the previous gent’s 
washroom. It finally re-entered service 
on broad gauge as BZS272 and 
removed for BZN conversion in July 
1995. As at November it was still under 
conversion to BZN. 


BZS271: Built at Newport Workshops 
2.6.60 as BZ12, reclassified as VFK1 in 
1961 and placed onto standard gauge 


where it remained until 1990, when it 
was shopped at Newport for repaint- 
ing. It was outshopped in 1991 
repainted tangerine, unaltered inter- 
nally and remained in use on broad 
gauge in this condition until 1993, 
when refurbished internally, including 
new wall panels, removal of internal 
partition and new window frames and 
curtains. 


As at August 1995 it was in service in 


this state as BZS271 and will be rebuilt 
as a BZN car. 


The interior of BZS275 on 22.1.94. This car was shopped during February 1994 
and released into traffic in March 1995 in its new guise as BZN275 
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Carriage BZ268 was marshalled in set FN15 on Wed.8.11.95. The set formed 


NEWSRAIL December 1995 


ROLLINGSTOCK 


the 16 00 departure from Spencer Street to Geelong Stvart Turnbull 


BZS273: Built at Newport Workshops 
18.2.60 as BZ10, reclassified as VFK3 in 
1961 and placed onto standard gauge 
where it remained until 1991, and then 
returned to broad gauge as BZS273. 
After a period at Newport Workshops 
being internally rebuilt, this car should 
have been returned to standard gauge 
in a rebuilt state, however the removal 
of V/Line sitting cars from the standard 
gauge preceded this move. It was still 
in service in August 1995 as BZS273, 
with the same features as BZS271, such 
as separate gent’s washroom and older 
style electrical panel. This car has been 
in the consist of set FN15 for about 
12 months and will be rebuilt as a BZN 
car in the next 18 months. 


SUBSEQUENT INFORMATION: 
VFK carriages formed the consist of 
the Spirit of Progress for the duration of 
its standard gauge life. They are also 
believed to have been used on the 
broad gauge Spirit when brand new. 

Following the combining of the two 
overnight trains, VFK cars were 
deployed on the overnight express 
trains and the relief express, when 
operated. After withdrawal of the 
NSW North Coast loco hauled trains, 
the majority of the carriages used on 
Melbourne - Sydney services were sup- 
plied by Countrylink. In 1990 four 
VFK cars were placed on the Inter- 
capital Daylight, (two per set). 

Passengers travelling on Melbourne 
- Sydney services preferred the V/Line 
carriages and there were many com- 
plaints when they were removed from 
the overnight train. 


V/Line was desperate for carriages 
due to increased patronage and was 


pleased to reclaim its standard gauge 
cars for use on the broad gauge net- 
work. When on standard gauge, some 
cars received new cloth upholstery and 
were painted tangerine, although exact 
dates of these repaints, etc. are not 
known. 

VFK271 was the last car in the blue 
livery of this type. 

On Sun. 18.1.87, the sitting section 
of the Sydney Express comprised 
MHN2364, VFK5, VFK273, VFK1, 
VRS231, VFX216, VBK261. On 12.7.87, 
the up relief Melbourne Express con- 
sisted of PHS2298, TDS2242, VBK261, 
VFX216, VRS233, VFK276, VFKS5, 
SBS2250, VFS2, MHN2366. 

From these observations it can be 
seen that the VFK cars had been 
renumbered in some cases and were 
unchanged in others. 
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When refurbished internally, VFK 
(BZS) 276, retained vinyl blinds and 
also had a drinking fountain at each 
end of the car. When the internal par- 
tition was removed from these cars 
there remained a large gap between 
the seats. 


At times of carriage shortages, BZS 
cars have been used as a first class car 
with a CP or CD van. Many of these 
cars do not have economy lettering 
for this purpose and BZS271 exists in 
this fashion. 


As part of the BZN conversion, the 
floor heating has been removed. 


Further information on these cars 
can often be found in the Rollingstock 
section of earlier NEWSRAIL issues. 


FN AND Z SETS: In August, the 
composition of the FN sets was altered 
regularly, with various carriages 
swapped around to meet operational 
requirements and carriage rosters. 


An increase in patronage and group 
travel led to the creation of a five 
car N set, and with few carriages avail- 
able, sets were re-assembled on a 
daily basis. 

On Mon 21.8, the following sets 
were observed. 


FN1: ACN3, BRN53, BN2, BZS271 
FN10: ACN30, BRN29, BN28, 
BZN276 (new livery) 


FN12: ACN36, BRN35, BN23, BZ268 
FN15: ACN45, BRN43, BN10, BZS273 
FN18: ACN54, BRN52, BN1, BZ266 


FN19: ACN57, BRN56, BN55, 
ACZ260 


Sprinter 7005 at the new Traralgon station on Sun.18.6.95. Sprinters now 
operate regularly on the Traralgon corridor Steven Andrews 


Z62: ACZ262, BZ265, ACZ259, 
ACZ263, BZN275. 

With ACZ253 being the only spare 
carriage. 
On Tues.22.8, ACZ 253 was attached 

to set FN 18, creating a five car set. 


Carriages not seen were ACZ261, 
BZS272 and BZS274, which were pre- 
sumed to be at Newport workshops 
for repairs and conversion (BZS to 
BZN). 

BZ264 was also missing (under 
repairs). 


CLUB CAR: Club Car No. 1 was 
hauled to Seymour trailing on the 16 30 
pass on Tues.22.8, for repainting in 
‘Heritage Train’ livery at Seymour. 


FN & N SETS: 


FNI1: Assembled as ACN3, BRN53, 
BN2, BZ266 but was out of service 
for early September, having been 
damaged on the up Swan Hill pass. 
Escaped cattle from an overturned 
truck wandered onto the track and 
were run over by the carriages damag- 
ing its undergear in the process. 


FN19: This set has been reduced in re- 
cent times owing to defects to carriage 
BZN275, and was operating as three 
cars on Thurs.7.9. 


N9: This three car set was at Newport 
Workshops on Thurs. 7.9 for overhaul 
and repainting in the new livery. 


MTH CARS: MTH103 was at New- 
port Workshops during September for 
repainting and overhauling. This car 
should emerge in the new livery. 


ACZ CARRIAGES: 


ACZ260 was severely damaged in an 
accident at Werribee on Sat.2.9 (see 
November issue). After the accident, 
the car was taken to Newport for 
investigation purposes. This car and 
the locomotive heading the train were 
the only V/Line owned vehicles 
involved in the accident, with the 
remainder of the train under owner- 


ship of WCR. 


ACZ261: This car emerged from 
Newport Workshops on Mon.3.9, re- 
painted in the new livery, fully over- 
hauled and has now been downgraded 
to an economy class carriage in which 
the interior remains unaltered. Re- 
classified to BCZ. 


ACZ251: This car returned from Ben- 
digo on Thurs.7.9 as trailing vehicle on 
the 06 05 up pass. It had been in storage 
and was returned to cover a carriage 
shortage. 
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RAILCARS 


CARD PHONE ON SPRINTERS: 
A private company (Card Phone Aus- 
tralia) is presently working with V/Line 
and Goninan to trial a card phone 
telephone system on three Sprinter 
railcars. 

Sprinters 7002, 7009 and 7021 are fit- 
ted with the card phones. Another 
Sprinter will be fitted with the card 
phone during September. 

The cards will be available for sale 
from conductors on Geelong, Ballarat 
and Bendigo services. 

The telephone units are mounted on 
semi-permanent fittings above the first 
aid storage cabinet opposite the toilet. 
Signage and operating instructions are 
displayed alongside the units to assist 
customers in using the system. 


The ‘Card Phone’ card is the size of 
a normal credit card. The value of the 
cards will be $5 or $10 which allows 
the holder up to 5 or 10 minutes use of 
the phone. 

Card Phone Australia will provide 
V/Line with a quantity of brochures 
outlining instructions to assist custom- 
ers in operating the phone system. 

The card phone will only work on 
the card phones fitted to Sprinters and 
cannot be used on any other card 
phone system such as Telecom. 


LONG DISTANCE: A long distance 
version of the Sprinter railcar is being 
proposed. It is probable that some of 
the cars will be single ended and design 
improvements incorporated including 
close coupling to enable easier access 
between cars. 


Two views showing the detailed application of the new V/Line Passenger 
livery on N471 at Spencer Street on Mon.13.11.95 Both photos W A Pearce 
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WORKS 


A round-up of News, Tenders and items from the Weekly Operational Notices 


GLENHUNTLY ALL SQUARE 


A new railway/tramway square has 

been installed at Glenhuntly and will 

give both train and tram commuters a 
| better ride. 

During a 46 hour exercise, the centre 
and down train tracks and both tram 
tracks were removed and a new cross- 
ing installed. 

Infrastructure Planning and Coordi- 
nation Manager, Bill McGillivray, said 
a feature of the new crossing is rubber 
strips which have been laid either side 
of the rails on all four tracks. 

Mr McGillivray said ‘the crews 
poured 85 metres of concrete to set up 
a base on the Saturday and after that 
had set overnight, they placed the road 
pavings and reconnected the tram and 
train tracks the next day’. 

Because of this new foundation and 
design of the steelworks, the speed 
over the new crossing will be 
increased, giving customers a better 
service. 


After discharging sleepers on the down side of Camperdown, 
A60 returns to Geelong with 9228 empty sleeper train at 
Weerite. Sun.30.7.95 Both photos Darren Wood 


Great Northern Rail Services 381, hauling a standard gauge ballast train from Dynon to Inverleigh 
is refuged in the loop at Manor to cross AM3 goods. Preserved loco, B74, has been transferred 
to standard gauge and hired to work western line works trains. Sun.12.11.95 
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Above: At 00 40 on Mon.2.10.95, 8170 is at the head of the ARHS 
‘Tri-Stater’ tour train to Sydney which arrived in Melbourne after 
travelling from Sydney to Adelaide via Broken Hill 

Below: Cooks Constructions’ locomotive CC01 is about to depart Yallourn 
for Morwell with the RTA ‘interconnecting Railway’ tour. Sat.2.9.95 

Both photos Darren Wood 
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Above: It is 21 00 on Fri.23.12.94 and locos N451-N475 stand in 
the twilight at Geelong station at the head of 8290 up pass. 
Roger Gillard 


Below: S311-S300 await departure from platform five at Spencer 
Street station with the 18 35 down Warrnambool pass. 
Sat.20.5.95 Greg Triplett 


TIME EXPOSURES 
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MAIL VAN 


A selection of the month’s Letters to the Editor 


Jack McLean writes (22 November 
1995): 
I was not given the opportunity of 
proof reading the caption under the PE 
picture on page 335 of the November 
issue. 

Far from being a ‘special working to 
Whittlesea’ the running of two trailers 
and a BC behind the PEs seems to have 
been quite common. 

The Surburban WTT of 27 April 
1931 shows that the down and up 
Whittlesea trains on Sunday were ‘Pas- 
senger’. The Whittlesea pages were 
amended by printed replacement 
pages (S1700/31) showing a new ser- 
vice to commence on 25 May 1931, and 
this in turn was amended by the Circu- 
lar $2079/31 which directed that the 
9.25 am down and the 7.20 pm up on 
Sundays were to be run by ‘PE’ from 
14 June 1931. 

On the down journey it was to 
include two standard trailers and was 
not to wait line clear at the Macaulay 
starting signal but had to wait in the 
Macaulay platform. On the up journey 
it was permitted to haul three trailers, 
the two standard trailers aforemen- 
tioned and a BC or ABC car which had 
to be taken to Whittlesea on the 1.20 
pm down on the preceding Saturday. 


The PE was quite clearly unable to take 
three trailing vehicles up the Royal 
Park bank. 

The WTT issued on 2 April 1932 
showed the Whittlesea Sunday train as 
‘Passenger’ and my copy shows it as 
amended to PE motor by the circular 
S3665/32. to operate from 20 
November 1932. 

It is difficult to ascertain how long 
the arrangement lasted on regular Sun- 
day trains, but it seemed to have PE 
and three trailers during the winter 
months and ‘Passenger’ during the 
summer months when hiking, shoot- 
ing and rabbiting were popular. 

This does not mean to say that the 
picture on page 335 was taken during a 
winter Sunday in the thirties. I looked 
through about fifty Holiday Working 
Time Tables in the forties and found 
that the up journey on the Holiday 
evening itself was often run with a 
PE and three trailers (ABC was con- 
veniently referred to as another 
trailer). Such a train was run in 1943 on 
King’s Birthday and during Christmas, 
and in 1949 PE and three trailers was 
shown to run on Australia Day, Labour 
Day, during Easter, on King’s Birth- 
day, Cup Day and during Christrnas/ 
New Year. 


COLLECTOR’S EDITION VIDEO 
1994 The Victorian Year in Steam 


A spectacular TWO HOUR production taking you trackside for 31 history 
making operations including: 


e Triple Rs upgrade to Bendigo 
with R761/520 


e Cabride R761 at 110 km/h+ on a Geelong pass. 


e R761 and SAR621 doubleheading 
e Rs to Traralgon, Avoca, Ararat and St Arnaud 


e Adelaide Hills parallel action 
© 621 and K183 


in tandem on Ingliston Bank ¢ Doubleheaded Ks Korumburra bound e J515o0na 


regular Cobram pass. 


e and MUCH MORE ... all colour, all original sound 


The ideal Christmas present for every discerning railfan. 
Available from: ABC Shops, The Railfan Shop, leading hobby outlets, 
rail enthusiast groups and Tourist Railway sales centres. 

Mail orders: Steam Media Productions 


PO BOX 701, MULGRAVE 3170 $48.95 P&P included 


RRP $44.95 


— The — 
CLASSIFICATION 
YARD 


NEWSRAIL'S 
Buy, Sell or Swap and Wanted 
classified ad column 


FOR SALE 


Rail and Tram memorabilia and collectables 
for sale (books, badges, postcards, stamps, 
etc.). Free list of offers from Stafford 
Stamps, Box 73, Kew East, 3102. Phone/ 
Fax: (03) 9859 5827. 


Train World Pty Ltd wish to buy collections 
of books and magazines on railways. We are 
interested in American, British and Australian 
Railways. We also have lists available of 
books and magazines we have for sale in the 
shop. For a list please send a SSAE to Train 
World Pty Ltd, 624 Hawthorn Road, East 
Brighton, 3187. Phone (03) 9596 6342. 


Ten Railway Section Cars for sale due to 
the disposal of a private collection. Fairmont 
M19s, ST2, Tamper TMC 2, AS Fairmont 
and Comeng. Some restored plus spare 
parts. Write to: R Savage, PO Box 1385, 
Mildura 3502. Fax: (050) 24 6833. Mobile 
018 502 726. 


Christmas clearance — railway books, posters 
and postcards. S.A.E. to Red Heart 
Souvenirs, PO Box 1013, Alice Springs, 
NT 0871. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


How to place your advertisement: Use block 
letters, include full name, address and phone 
number, and cheque (not cash) payable to ARHS. 
Send to Advertising Manager, GPO Box 5177AA, 
Melbourne, 3001. Closing date of Advertisements 
is the 20th of each month. All advertisers are 
advised to read the Advertising Conditions before 
placing any advertisement as they contain an 
indemnity from the advertiser. Copies are avail- 
able on request. 

Charges: Normal rate $2 per line per month. 
Special rate for ARHS members $1 per line per 
month. Minimum charge for all advertisements Is 
4 lines per month. 


If YOU are interested in Railways 
why not join the 


AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Victorian Division? 


Write to the 


Membership Officer, 
Box 5177AA, 
G.P.O. Melbourne 3001 


PUFFING BILLY 


Australias Premier 
Steam Railway 


THE NEW ‘LUNCHEON SPECIAL’ 


ENJOY THE LUXURY OF ‘FIRST CLASS’ TRAIN TRAVEL! 


@ Puffing Billy’s new ‘Luncheon Special’ operates each weekday, 
Monday to Friday, except school and public holidays. 
(Cther days by arrangement) 

@ Travel in the luxurious, fully enclosed ‘Mount Lyell’ carriages, 
magnificently restored to re-capture the romance an 
charm of steam train travel in the early 1900s. 
® Liquor service available on board at reasonable prices. 

@ The ‘Luncheon Special’ departs Belgrave at 12 noon, with soup 
(in the cooler months) and tea or coffee being served on 

e journey to the half-way station at Menzies Creek. 

@ At Menzies Creek, your pre-booked choice of Devonshire Tea 
or Gourmet Hamper Lunch will be served in your carriage. 
During this stopover, the Steam Museum is open for inspection. 
@ The train continues on to Lakeside, the terminus of the line in 
the beautifil Emerald Lake Park. Time to explore the delights 
of this location before returning to Belgrave, arriving at 325 p.m. 


ENQUIRIES & BOOKINGS 


For all enquiries about the new ‘Luncheon Special’, regular 
Puffing Billy trains, Dinner Trains, group bookings or special 
charter trains, please contact our Belgrave Office, on 
9754 6800 during business hours, Monday to Friday. 


PUFFING BILLY ... 
NOW MORE THAN JUST A TRAIN RIDE! 


BRANCH LINE 


490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Victoria, 3136 
Phone: (03) 9723 1211 
HOURS: MON.-THURS. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. FRI. 10 a.m. - 9 p.m. SAT. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 


TRAIN WORLD 
624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton, 3187 (03) 9596 6342 


Mon.-Thurs. Friday Saturday 
10 a.m. — 6.30 p.m. 10 a.m.—9 p.m. 9a.m.—5 p.m. 


Magazines and Books New and Used Models 
Good range always in stock Australian, USA, UK 
Direct Importers Bankcard welcome 


URS ENCIMS SRD 


MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 
5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 
Phone: (03) 9890 7027 


Hours: Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 


[MARTINS _ 


MODEL TRAIN SUPPLIES 
Mon.-Thurs.10 am-6 pm_ Fri.10 am-8 pm _ Sat. 9 am-4 pm. 
29 Rosella Street, Doncaster East, 3109 
Phone (03) 9841 8089 Fax (03) 9841 4500 


THE 


RAILFAN SHOP 


~~ 
os 


Ss SZ Ss 
oN eS 


>< TAK < KX “XK SM SN SX 


Melbourne’s Only Railfan Specialist 


Books @ Magazines ¢ Videos 
Model Railway Supplies 
Mail Orders Welcome 


40 Market Street, Melbourne 


(Corner Flinders Lane) 


Monday to Thursday 9 am to 5.30 pm 
Friday 9 am to 7 pm — Saturday 9 am to 4 pm 


Phone/Fax: (03) 9621 2238 
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